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Statement from the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem

We, the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem, express our serious concern regarding
recent escalation in violent developments around Haram ash-Sharif and our grief for
the loss of human life, and strongly condemn any act of violence.

We are worried about any change to historical (Status Quo) situation in al-Agsa
Mosque (Haram ash-Sharif) and its courtyard, and in the holy city of Jerusalem. Any
threat to its continuity and integrity could easily lead to serious and unpredictable
consequences which would be most unwelcome in the present tense religious
climate.

We value the continued custody of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on al-Agsa
Mosque and the holy places in Jerusalem and the Holy Land which guarantees the
right for all Muslims to free access and worship to al-Agsa Mosque according to the

prevailing Status Quo.

We renew our call that the historical Status Quo governing these sites be fully
respected, for the sake of peace and reconciliation to the whole community, and we
pray for a just and lasting peace in the whole region and all its peoples.

+Patriarch Theophilos III, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

+Patriarch Nourhan Manougian, Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate
+Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Apostolic Administrator, Latin Patriarchate
+Fr. Francesco Patton, ofm, Custos of the Holy Land

+Archbishop Anba Antonious, Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem
+Archbishop Swerios Malki Murad, Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Aba Embakob, Ethiopian Orthodox Patriarchate

+Archbishop Joseph-Jules Zerey, Greek-Melkite-Catholic Patriarchate

+Archbishop Mosa El-Hage, Maronite Patriarchal Exarchate

+Archbishop Suheil Dawani, Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the Middle East
+Bishop Munib Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
+Bishop Pierre Malki, Syrian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate

+Msgr. Georges Dankaye’, Armenian Catholic Patriarchal Exarchate (July 2017)



