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Beloveds in Christ,

As we celebrate our Latino Heritage Month (September 15 to October 15), it
is @ moment for us to honor our identity and the fact that we are not only
one nation or share one language. We are multiple peoples, millions of
persons who represent several languages and dialects, food, customs,
cultures and idiosyncrasies, many of them even inherited from our native
ancestors who owned the land we call today Latin America. This is an
opportunity for us to proudly share with our siblings from a different
heritage the richness of ours as well.

During this time, it is appropriate to acknowledge that our community is
being persecuted due to our Latine origin. Though this is a reality that
brings so much fear and uncertainty to the lives of many, it can be the
motivation for us to become stronger as we walk in unity, as one people
under God's love and grace. Today, more than ever, we need to remember
that showing solidarity and empathy to those who are around us are
essential values at the core of our community. It is the way we thrive and
overcome.

The Apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy chapter 1: “Rekindle the gift of God that
is within you” and he continues providing words of encouragement to
young Timothy by saying “for God hasn't given us a spirit of fear but a spirit
of love, and power, and self-discipline.” Beloved take these words of
affirmation for you. God has promised to be with us. We are God's people,
and with God'’s spirit we will overcome.

Yours in Christ,
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