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Statement from the Four Lutheran presidents
on the activities for the Lutheran Emergency Relief

Rev. Sumiyuki Watanabe

Representative of the Four Japan Lutheran Leaders Conference

19th May 2011
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On the afternoon of March 11th, the

so called "East Japan Earthquake"

followed by the

massive tsunami struck the coast of

Tohoku district causing 15,057 people

killed and 9,100 still missing as of 19th
of May.

Our deepest prayers for those who lost

unprecedentedly

their lives call upon God's mercy so that
they are embraced in the creator's
bosom. We also continue to pray for
those who lost their families, loved ones,
houses and all other invaluable belong-
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ings struggling with the sense of loss
that God lift them up in His mercy and
comfort. The lingering threat of Fuku-
shima power plant remains in our
prayer as well even after three months
until the day when the crisis comes to an
end and we rejoice the recovery of
secured lives.

We experienced vulnerability of
human beings in the face of nature with
this disaster. The history man has
paved until today now looks very small
before the power of nature revealed in
this disaster. However, knowing God is
always sustaining us, we will keep walk-
ing together as we have been with the
affected people in pain.

Tremendous amount of donation has
been coming from the Lutheran
Churches in the world as listed below
with support of the Lutheran World
Federation to the account of Japan
Lutheran Emergency Relief. It reminds
us that we have been together with each
individual Lutheran members and
Christians all over the world. It is a very
encouraging sign of hope that keeps us
standing and walking forward on the
troubled road with our Lord. The four
Churches engage
ourselves in various activities as needed
under the banner of JLER launched in
May while extending the chain of prayer
and support as best as we can.

Lutheran support so far received from
countries of*

United States, Germany, Finland,
Brazil, Australia, Thailand, South
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Canada, Iceland., Norway ,Philippines

Lutheran will

The Four Japan Lutheran Leaders
Conference consists of presidents of
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church
(JELC), Sumiyuki Watanabe

Japan Lutheran Church (NRK), Yutaka
Kumei

Kinki Evangelical Lutheran Church
(KELC), Shigeo Sueoka

West Japan Evangelical Lutheran
Church (WJELC), Hirofumi Tsukuda



Message

Disasters have been taking place
since time immemorial and will continue
However, there has been a
progressive and changing trend in the
disaster management approaches.
Disasters of various kinds leave their
mark in the Psyche — a wound that never
really heals fully. At the same time it has
been learning experience for the world

to exist.

and opportunity to have new insights
for positive changes in human thinking.
Disaster management involves prepar-
ing, supporting, and rebuilding the
society affected by disasters. It also
would mean going beyond these to
itself and/or its
impact. Experiencing and even witness-

prevent the event

ing a traumatic event often leaves its
impact on the individuals. This under-
standing guides the efforts to provide
psychosocial care and mental health
services for the victims of disaster.

Individually and collectively, we
have our role to play in any such events
no matter where in this world it occurs.
The clear evidence of this has been the
way in which the people and churches
throughout the world and Lutherans in
particular have been responding
through Japan Lutheran Emergency
Relief (JLER) to the disaster affected
communities, for early recovery to
normal life. The spontaneous response
mechanism initiated by the Lutheran
Churches together with an ecumenical
spirit, reflected the ideology of compas-
sion inherited from Jesus Christ. While
undertaking this initiative in a respon-
sible and transparent manner, the JLER
is aware of its accountabilities to its
horizontal and vertical stake holders.

[Mr. Mathaikutty, a Disaster Manage-
ment Specialist from India having 33
years of LWF/WS work experience is

seconded by The Lutheran World
Federation as Emergency Adviser to
Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief]

KEF.KHFOEISRELTWVE
IR KEEHO 7 TO—F 3 S L
2k BT TEE LIz,
EORETIICK>TIREEITIHT T
EDOTEZVENEEE 5 25XK9
kAR ISR TR LE T, TN IR
GREIFHFUCE S TORUTORESE A
BloBEICHERZ(b 2256572
TGRS 5 25281CE
TOET KREEMIIXKERZZIT =4
B STOFIEERBMA LB Th
I BLE M2 Z DT, THUE K
BEDEDEZFDHE RN <TzbDE
DTHOE TN ABRE Z UK
BHNEEIX SN EEZ L5258
DT TDTEEPRET B LIFHE
DEYEHZ DI2D DB T T Lk

K G Mathaikutty

MR — AR B2 DTF5|
LIRDET,

FIANFNCE KR FHICE | HFRIC
BOWTKENEELZEAIIE.ZFD
LM EC THo>TE AN LSDEE|
ZENEBIEDbEINTWVET, K EEZ
7z IS BV T TARTO ALY FLEA
ICHHE ARG ZRE T 57z RO
ANRRHBE, FNERFITIVZ—IROE
ST NTWABHATD IL—F
JVRGETLEN ) (JLER) ORIE I, 7
DIz D—DDWEIFHEHIELZDET,
IFa A=)V OREMICHEDE JL—T
VS X o THR I Tz R 7 (8
XWX AT A FIUARDOBIEASNTY
ZHEOHRICEDEDTT, BB
MO H % 75157210 T < JLERIE K
S KU HRE Y T A2 R T B
HELTOHRHBTA DB TEERBHL
T NER0EST A

(#&K G Mathaikutty [CIZLWF/ WST
DIZEMDOREZFFD. A FADK
FEEIHOEMSK, HARTDNL—T )L
PEIEE) | T2 DICBREDO T RN —k L
TLWEASIRBENE L z,)



FEITOVSLOBE

Major Programs

3H 1 1 HICHAEUTZHRHARKE SR
DOXIRIEFB Oz, HAREEIV—T
IWEZIE 3 H 1 4 H. AZE IS
WA Z B L, B - PR
IR SR E O T E—)L & SRS
ZWEODT R LT Z D%, BHNEED
HDOHRICISA . ARICB T BIL—T IV
A OB iR (LM - K5 ) O
W77 - Rz 57 dict, THRHA
REESIV—T VAR ( TRk
Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief”) %
W=7 )V 4 B DEED N3 H 2 4
FUSRRIE L B iR Z RO SNz
Z DAL NDAREIRBRO D2 f4 1) 7%
PG E 2R H L LIRDE LI,

The, HEEREER%. ELCADT Y7
Y - HNEFE R O@E Y)Yy g
VEMIT, LWF 727 « N SR
4 O ¥ a1y b K (Roland Kilian
Schlott. Program Officer Asia & Hu-
manitarian Affairs) » 5O LU H %5
U EIBRIN 7 G B S R ORERI 77 RN
4 Y —& L T ¥ %A1 KKG
Mathaikutty. Disaster Management
Specialist) W3 H2 8HMN56 A1 6
HETA Y REORHL, HEEAEICH >
TOV—=TIVEZDKERMITIE. €D
M DI L DTHDRESAED, EHIC
E R LRI S 728 — R PRI D
IVR—=IROWBHNEZE « FHIANDOE G
BT E—)VSCELER, =7 HLR—
MERICIH NI L TIHE X L,

PTG ENE T RMICIE 9 7 A4 E
LTCEHHENTVET . = HE DTk
PARIEENI S Z oy Tk O F RO
RETC, HARDFEN G O, Hiy7 kR
KUt =fEuk e L@ LoD, B
HEORZBIRWE R, HEEIEDE
MR RAZNCIEFLDD, TFaA=
VIR TH 2 7T 7 E G A DL
B, ZUliBE S0 Er 2 —=
MELTDORS YT TIREI AT T L
R ELTETVET,

EIELAPREINSRAREENICB VT
&, e 2 & 0O & & PR S AT
TI . ZDTEZRHRIC L DD, BEiARY
EOHHEE g )2 HEF I AN TV —T
IWEEE L TOEH - BE - BLOF:
LEER7ga SN Dk 3 ey | W B R W e s
BUBFLTWEIEWEEZTWVET,

HIEN R R

Rev. Isamu Aota
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Executive Director of Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief

Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church

set up the office for the relief response
on March 14 for the support activities of
the Tohoku-Pacific Ocean Earthquake,
which occurred on March 11. We made an
appeal to provide relief supplies and
launched a fund raising program to the
JELC congregations and institutions.
After that, in response to the response
from the churches overseas, the joint
meeting of all Japan Lutheran presidents
established "Japan Lutheran Emergency
Relief (JLER)" on March 24. It was
launched for the possible multifaceted
relief activities to the people affected by
disasters mainly in Miyagi Prefecture.

After the earthquake, we received an
appropriate suggestion by Rev.Yoshitaka
Ishida,(ELCA Asian Secretary) and a
proposal of Mr. Roland Kilian Schlott
(LWF,Program Officer Asia & Humani-
tarian Affairs), who kindly suggested
that Mr. K.G Mathaikutty would come to
Japan as the Disaster Management
Specialist from India from March 28 until
June 16. He helped us to form the plan
of Lutheran
churches according to the international

of disaster assistance
standard, making the widespread imple-
mentation of relief preparations, as well
as created the documentation of financial

SEME

aid appeal to Lutheran church groups
overseas based on the primary budget
which was complied under the interna-
tional standards and made a three
months report.

The budget of relief activities is
targeted for the forthcoming 9 months.
Major relief activities for the first three
months were assistance for urgent
relief supplies support such as the food
and everyday life supplies on a large
scale, after construction of the system of
transportation by trucks, in cooperation
with various Japanese NGO, Social
Welfare Council and public agencies. We
decided to support rebuilding the Asia
Rural Institute as the ecumenical Insti-
tute. Also, we will develop the program of
sending volunteers as bases of support
center of the Sendai Lutheran Church.

Long-term relief activities are
expected so understanding and agree-
ment with local communities is neces-
sary. Based on that, we will develop the
future social welfare projects, which is as
a characteristic of the Lutheran Church,
‘missionary, education and service’ with
the view to cooperation and coordination

with related facilities.

BRI = EHt (Relief supplies Waterproof Long boots) AR (Higashimatsubara)
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Food Relief program Coordinator
Rev. Suguru Matsuki ,
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On March 18,1 was invited to the
meeting of the relief task force which
was established by East District Coun-
cil members. We made three years
budget of 100 million yen to support for
the disaster area. At that time, accord-
ing to the budget, we fixed approxi-
mately 5 million yen for supporting sup-
plies. After the discussion, we decided to
make purchase of 5000kg of rice, 10000
meals of instant noodles (Udon noodles)
and canned foods then transport to the
disaster area by trucks. On the next
day, I placed an order for those foods
with the Supermarket AEON through
the person whom I know very well for
many years for the fair trade. Also, we
appealed to the churches all over Japan
for contribution of food such as rice,
ramen noodles and canned foods to
deliver to the disaster area by trucks on
March 28th and April 11th.

Next problem was where we should
have delivered the supplies. Usually

supplies are delivered to the prefectural
and city governments. But I remem-
bered the delivering system of LWF
office in Nairobi when I participated in
the relief activity in Somalia in 1992. As
I adopted the same system as they did, I
thought the way of delivering materials
through NGO.

I called for the Japan Platform,
Japan NGO Center for International
Cooperation and National Christian
Council in Japan for having the briefing
session on March 22 in Tokyo, Ichigaya.
At that time, we expected large sums of
offering from overseas. So we were
trying to provide all possible assistance
to the disaster area. Already we had
connections with the carriers which
acquire a license to go into the disaster
area and the warehouse company.

As a result, we could build the
relations with NGO such as Shanti
Volunteer Association(SVA) in
Kesennuma-city, The Institute of
Cultural Affairs (Watari-gun), The Cam-
paign for the Children of Palestine
(Otsuchi-cho Iwake-prefecture), Interna-
tional Volunteer Center of Yamagata
(Ishinomaki-city),those had already
worked based in the disaster area. All of
these efforts lead to our present activity.

BB A EATE NSy (Truck transporting supplies)
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Volunteer Coordinator

Rev. Nobuo Yashui, Hongo Lutheran Church
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Thanks to the support goods transpor-
tation projects

I appreciate very much that you pro-
vided relief goods for us this time.
It has been two months since the earth-
quake disaster. The city area has been
recovering significantly so the situation
is much better than immediately after
the earthquake. Supermarkets and
other shops have started opening the
doors. However, I don’ t have stable
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Quoting Mother Teresa “What I
really expect is that the care givers
should be closer to the affected people
providing aids with the human touch
which will heal their wounds. At the
disaster area, there are the things which
can be done by the experts, but if you
visit there you develop ties with people.

Volunteers try to be closer to the
people at the houses which affected by
Tsunami while clearing up mud, at the
reception counters for accepting
requests and complaints, in the evacuta-
tion centers a volunteer brought tamami
straw-mats for the people who had to
sleep blue plastic sheets on the floor for
two months, at the hospital the disaster
affected elders who needed care had to
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income now, so I am grateful for your
support. Aiming for the recovery at the
earliest possible date, I will be making a

move out the facilities, also the people
who looked after those elders, at the
kitchen making rice balls as an early
morning breakfast for volunteers in the
car.

106 volunteers have been given the
connection with people in many places.
When they came back home, each one of
them talked about their experiences and
encounters of people and those activities
created a new bond with disaster
affected people.

As of May 31st,The total number
Volunteers who participated so far were
as follows. 61 from JELC (16 pastors
included), 12 from WJELC (8 pastors
included), 8 from KELC (4 pastors
included), 3 from NRK, 2 from Denmark
Ranch Social Welfare Association,11
from Japan Lutheran College and Japan
Lutheran Theological Seminary (1 pastor
included), 3 from other churches, 6 from
the public.

I appreciate very much the support
from Sendai Church who is hosting the
volunteers program by allowing the
Chapel and
Assembly room and car parking space.

its premises including,

reconstruction effort. Thank you very
much. (Tadano, Minamisoma-shi)

SALBADZEME (Food Relief Kesennuma)
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Local Report
Myr. Fumitaka Sato, Staff
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I have been stationed in Sendai since
11th April one month after a disaster
occurred. By late May, mainly I was in
charge of relief supplies. We have been
doing the activities of delivering supplies
for the people who need the support.

A feature of the Lutheran Churches
relief activities is that we can provide
service flexibly. In April and May, we
have provided a wide range of assistance
not only supplies materials such as food,
cars but also working as a volunteer for
elders who need care and sending staff
for the Disaster Volunteer Center. Those
supports were due to the request which I
heard directly from the people who are
living in the disaster area. In early April,
I did not have anyone to talk in a famil-
iar way but now people know my face, so
there are some people I can meet
casually. I would like to keep good
relations that we could recognize our
faces each other, try not to overlook the
problem even though small things,
seeing the things through affected
people’s eyes carefully.

Many groups are supporting people the
disaster area. However, not all of them
are prepared to support for the long
term. Among them, Japan Lutheran
Emergency Relief has decided to support
at least one year. We are welcomed by
affected people because of this attitude

and that seems to offer a secure feeling
for them.

The situation is difficult to overcome
only by our support. Cooperating with
people in the disaster area and other
support groups and all of you, we would
like to do long-standing support.
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The Lutheran Churches had to start its
disaster response activities from by
building contact with the local people.As
the first step,we began to provide backup
logistic support through the prefectures’
Disaster Volunteer Centers. We have

been cleaning up in the area together
with the volunteer groups which we
accepted at the Volunteer Centers.
Through those activities, we realized the
damage and decided to support mainly
for worst-hit area such as Kesennuma,
and Higashimatsushima
where there was a substantial need of

Ishinomaki,
volunteer’s assistance. Now we have
been delivering the relief materials
mainly for the evacuation centers and
homes in the peninsula areas, as well as
asking for the problems for their daily
lives and assisting the required support
for all around the affected area. Some-
times I am at a loss what to do for this
devastating disaster and facing the
serious and complicated requests by
victims, so I get depressed even though I
was not visited by an earthquake.For the
fishing industry reconstruction, I visited
the fishing ports to hear the stories from
the fisherman. He murmured to me with
tearful eyes, “I lost everything...”I
couldn’t say a thing for him. In front of
this widespread disaster area, I cannot
help but feel powerless of myself.
However, we have been encouraged by
the local people every day. They said, “It
is the best that you are doing well.”so

TAYHDEEHSDF )L M (Quilt Blanket from ELCA)

they
vegetables for us as not eating enough

treated boiled green leaves
vegetables. They concerned for us and
said, “It 1s going to be very long so doing
bit by bit. Please take care of yourself.”
Many affected people have a fear of
falling into neglect. Against this
background, I would like to send the
message for as many affected people as
possible that Lutheran church members
are around you all.

RSV T47+1>2— FH% (Volunteer Centers Ishinomaki)
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Japan Lutheran Emergency Relief-Report 2011/6/1
IZ A (Income) RH4EZE(Actual)
BAM
(Japanese Yen)
77 A) HRE-TIEE(ELCA) 40,726,000
K1Y (Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe ) 39,818,012
/ I T—(Kirkens Nodhjelp Norway Lutheran) 9,039,352
Fr¥—FT— VR —EX(CWS-ACT) 4,054,000
HOXF+ A5 4 FHIX(South Carolina Synod) 2,192,182
2V HAR—IVEE(Singapore  Lutheran Church) 1,254,528
EFA# = (Lutheran Church in Hongkong) 1,948,620
FEA S 1 EE(Chinese Rhenish Church) 6,013,896
)V —7 )L# & (Taiwan Lutheran Church) 2,000,000
A—AXANZ1)77( Australia Lutheran World Service)
M 1Y - -TIEE R (EKD -Hannover, Germany) 226,220
7437F - h-TItE SR (LEAF) 113,850
IS4 -7I#i= (Netherlands Lutheran church) 592,300
7 7 VEEE-TIE=(ECLB) 840,000
74 X5 Ri-71# % (Iceland Lutheran church) 398,704
FE A £ (Chinese Life Lutheran Church) 276,886
ZD1th(Others) 767,061
BABE S A5 (Sub - total) 110,686,561
EMX)L—7 )V Japan Lutheran)
HEESE/V—7)VEHEJELC) 10,000,000
BHA&)L—7 IVEEI(JLC) 5,000,000
T EE IV —THE(KLO) 500,000
mAEAES/L—TIVES(WLO) 1,500,000
ERNIV—TIVik& &5 (Sub-total) 17,000,000
IXA &5t (Total Income) 127,686,561
% H (Expenditure)
EENGREEEN(Food Relief) 15,463,550
BREUNDEENE (Non Food Relief) 20,391,336
#XRIf%(Logistics) 3,408,844
FEFHIY - 7L HY:EHEI((Psycho-Social Program) 213,795
RZ> 717 k& (Volunteer Support) 463,529
188 - A 5E R #E (Cash for Work) 3,000,000
HA®D7 2 7% Bz (Asian Rural Institute) 5,000,000
Ry I NEE (Staff costs ) 1,360,630
AR T B A (Visibility) 1,399,070
&5t (Expenditure Total) 50,700,754
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My experience as a relief volunteer!!
Mr Takeshi Kimura

Houya Lutheran Church
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I arrived in Sendai on 18th April and came back on 22nd.I
stayed at Lutheran Tonaribito Support Center in Sendai
church. I headed for the Ishinomaki-city Volunteer Center
then went to the disaster affected houses for removing mud
and cleaning as restoration assistance. We should have been
done quickly, so the temperature was getting higher then
hygienic condition became worse. Ishinomaki is the
disaster-stricken area of more than 5,000 people were left
dead or missing. Many disaster affected houses are still
there. Although they are getting cleared,there are devas-
tated sights. Volunteers hand work is necessary and impor-
tant for cleaning the houses. Physical strength is needed for
those works so young people in my group were helpful. They
made careful consideration for me as a 66-year-old so I could
work there. Many young people participate in as volunteers
so I changed my thoughts for ‘the young people today’. I
would like to praise for their hard work of voluntary service.

S &¥RACEE (Bank Account)

ST HTENLISE

i 259-09727395

R HEAE SV —T IV

LB RE SO — T VB SRR 54
HEHRHTER AR L EET1-1-1

Bank : Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation
Branch : Shinjuku Nishiguchi Branch

Adress: 1-7-1 Nishiguchi Shinjuku-ku Tokyo Japan
Branch No: 259  Swift Code: SMBCJPJT

Name: Japan Lutheran Joint Emergency Relife
Bank Account No: 9727395

EBVVEDR—LNR—Y
http://lutheran-tonaribito.blogspot.com/

srEnAEETE

FILR—LX— English Home Page
http://www.jler.org/
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